Volume 52
Issue 1 Volume 52: 1 & 2 combined issue

Article 10

2009

Resource Reviews
Phyllis Fox
Point Loma Nazarene University

The Christian Librarian is the official publication of the Association of Christian Librarians (ACL). To learn
more about ACL and its products and services please visit http://www.acl.org/

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/tcl
Part of the Library and Information Science Commons
Recommended Citation
Fox, Phyllis (2009) "Resource Reviews," The Christian Librarian: Vol. 52 : Iss. 1 , Article 10.
Available at: http://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/tcl/vol52/iss1/10

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It has been accepted for inclusion in The
Christian Librarian by an authorized editor of Digital Commons @ George Fox University. For more information, please contact
arolfe@georgefox.edu.

Resource Reviews
Compiled by Phyllis Fox
Review Editor
Point Loma Nazarene
University
San Diego, CA

The Psychology of Paul: a Fresh Look at
His Life and Teaching, by James R. Beck.
Grand Rapids, Michigan: Kregel, 2002. 296 pp.
$16.99. ISBN 0-8254-2049-0.
Reviewed by Garrett Trott, Instruction-Reference
Librarian, Corban College, Salem, OR
James R. Beck, a professor of counseling at
Denver Seminary, holds a Ph.D. in psychology
and a Th.M. from Dallas Theological Seminary.
With this education and experience, his
introductory work of integrating psychology
and Pauline thought is reinforced by knowhow and solid scholarship.
In the Psychology of Paul, Beck makes a
preliminary attempt to integrate the discipline
of personality theory with the life and work
of Paul. Beck explores five content areas in
Pauline thought that are important to the
interests of personality theory: (1) the structure
of personality or its component parts; (2)
motivation in Pauline thought; (3) change
and how it occurs through identification with
the crucified and risen Christ; (4) the vices
that Paul frequently enumerated and that
concerned him deeply as an apostolic pastor
to his beloved converts; and (5) the virtues that
he promoted to his readers. (pp.24-25).
The author recognizes this study will not
replace traditional means of analysis, but
instead it expands our understanding of Paul
(p. 20). With this statement, Beck cautions his
readers and notes the limitations this study
has (p. 22). Beck integrates these disciplines
cautiously, clearly and concisely, providing
excellent documentation.
Any reader interested in Paul or psychology
would find Beck’s work useful. He clearly
explains the terms he uses for both disciplines so
that anyone with an interest could understand
this book.
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The Costly Call: Modern-day Stories of
Muslims who Found Jesus, by Emir Fethi
Caner and H. Edward Pruitt. Grand Rapids,
MI: Kregel Publications, 2005. 158 pp. ISBN
0-8254-3555-2
Reviewed by Jo Ann Rhodes, Library Director,
Columbia International University, Columbia, SC
The Costly Call, in the words of its authors, is a
book about the heroes of our generation, and for
our generation.They want to emphasize the fact
that this is a book containing the stories of real
people living right now, not tales of long ago.
The Costly Call chronicles the stories of
nineteen Muslims from various parts of the
world who have chosen to follow Christ
and Christianity in spite of the cost to them
personally. These stories are about people from
various countries and various socio-economic
backgrounds, but they have one important
feature in common… each one has made a
sacrifice for the sake of his or her faith. Most
have been the first convert to Christ out of
their families and some have had to sacrifice
their relationship with their family in order to
follow Christ.
By reading these testimonies from around the
world, one cannot help but be amazed once
again at the sovereignty of God in bringing the
“right” person, the “right” event, the “right”
circumstances to bear in the life of a person
who has a desire to know and understand
Truth in order to bring enlightenment to
them. Particularly potent are the stories of
those who have made their decision based
on the impact of “nonprofessional” Christians
such as tourists on their lives. What seemed to
be a casual acquaintance to a tourist became a
key to the salvation of that Muslim.
One of the most powerful stories in the book
is found in the last chapter, the story of a young
woman who rejects the Gospel because she
knows that to accept Christ and go to heaven
will separate her from all her beloved family
members who have already died without

Christ. She is still open to considering Christ,
but at the time of the writing of the book, she
had not yet made that commitment of faith.

Tailor-Made Marriage is an appropriate purchase
for married couples, counseling or pastoral
library or perhaps a church library.

This is a book that every believer, every Christian
worker, every Christian college student should
read. It is a must for Bible College and Christian
liberal arts college libraries.

Suffering and the Sovereignty of God,
edited by John Piper and Justin Taylor.
Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2006. 254 pp. $15.99
9781581348095.

Tailor-Made Marriage: When Your Lives
Aren’t One Size Fits All, by Marita Littauer
and Chuck Noon. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel
Publications, 2006. 247pp. $12.99. ISBN-13:
978-0-8254-3161-6. ISBN-10: 0-8254-3161-1.
Reviewed by Noelle C. Keller, Technical Services
Librarian, Shipman Library, Adrian College,
Adrian, MI.
Although there are myriad books on marriage,
Tailor-Made Marriage actually discusses marriage
in contemporary and real world settings. The
goal of the book is to provide practical, customtailored ideas, insights and principles that can
be applied in marriages to help couples love
extravagantly. Marita Littauer is an author/
writer whose contributions have appeared in
Marriage Partnership and other publications.
She is the co-author of The Praying Wives
Club another work on Christian living, love
and marriage. Chuck Noon is a licensed
professional counselor.
This book openly acknowledges that there is no
such thing as an “average” marriage because each
marriage is unique in expectations, personalities
and circumstances. The book is divided into five
sections dealing with personal, career, financial,
ex-spouse and stepfamily issues. Each chapter
presents real-life examples of married couples
facing a variety of scenarios. Their insights
as to how they have succeeded are given as is
advice from the experiences of therapists and
marriage experts of what they have seen work
in similar situations. Personality profiles and
communication exercises supplement the text.
Readers can pick and choose those topics that
are applicable to their marriages and adapt those
observations that are appropriate. No one-size
fits all solutions are proposed for unique and
complex modern marriages.

Reviewed by Garrett Trott, Instruction-Reference
Librarian, Corban College, Salem OR
Suffering and the Sovereignty of God is a collection
of essays that originated as lectures at the 2005
Desiring God National Conference on Suffering
and the Sovereignty of God. There were several
presentations given at this conference. This
book is a conversion of these oral presentations
so they can serve a wider audience.
The essays vary in length and come from a
variety of authors. One thing they have in
common though is suffering. They are more
than just a testimony of how these authors have
suffered and how God pulled them through it,
although they do include personal stories and
anecdotes. The authors argue that in spite of
the difficulties people go through, God works
through them to form and shape those who
are followers of Christ.
This book has nine essays divided into three
sections: The Sovereignty of God in Suffering,
The Purposes of God in Suffering, and The
Grace of God in Suffering.
Everyone goes through suffering to some
degree or another. Because of this, Piper
and Taylor’s book is a good resource for any
Christian. It allows the sufferer to get a glimpse
of the big picture. It reminds them that God
is in this and he has not forsaken them. For
those who know individuals who are in the
midst of suffering, Piper and Taylor’s book
would assist them in understanding how God’s
plan involves suffering.
The essays in this book would be helpful for
anybody going through difficult times. They are
short and most of them can be read in under
half an hour. Because they are individual essays,
they could be considered quick reading for
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individuals who do not want to read a full book
on suffering, but desire a short reading to help
them understand things from God’s perspective.
Science and Grace: God’s Reign in the
Natural Sciences, by Tim Morris and Don
Petcher. Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2006.
352 pp. $17.99. ISBN 1-58134-549-6.
Reviewed by Elizabeth Pearson, Library Director,
Montreat College, Montreat, NC
Tim Morris and Don Petcher, science
professors at Covenant College (Lookout
Mountain, Georgia), teach an award-winning
course on science and Christian faith and
participate in the Templeton Oxford Seminars
on Science and Religion. In this book, they
offer a Christian theology of science that
provides a framework for addressing science
and Christianity issues. The authors speak
to these concerns without compromising
core beliefs within the Reformed tradition
and suggest ways Christians can think about
science in relationship to their faith. Morris
and Petcher present an informed and thoughtprovoking introduction to the complexities of
science and theology and encourage readers
to find responsible ways of engaging in the
scientific enterprise.
The book is organized in three sections. In the
first section, the groundwork is laid for a review
of science and Christian belief in the midst of
the shift from Modernism to Postmodernism.
Section two addresses the importance of the
trinity in creation and redemption and looks at
the question of what a scientific law is.The focus
of the third section is a theological exploration
of Christian involvement in science, both in
practice and in contemporary culture.
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The authors express explicit Christian
convictions as they discuss the evolving
relationship between science and evangelical
Christianity from the Enlightenment to the
present day. One of the most interesting parts of
the book presents an overview of the thought
of philosophers, such as Descartes, Locke,
Reid, Hume, and Kant, that raised significant
questions for scientists. The importance of
worldviews is explored in a number of critiques
of Enlightenment thought by dissenting

voices. A compelling account is given for the
role played by figures, such as Pascal, Johann
Hamann, Charles Hodge,Abraham Kuyper, and
Herman Dooyeweerd, in shaping a perspective
on science that is distinctively Christian.
Helpful end notes, list of works cited, and
an index are included. This book is written
primarily for Christian college students and
evangelical Christians with some familiarity
in faith and science issues, but will also appeal
to others interested in the relation between
science and their Christian commitment. It
is highly recommended for Christian college
and university libraries.
Wisdom and Eloquence: A Christian
Paradigm for Classical Learning, by Robert
Littlejohn and Charles T. Evans. Wheaton,
IL: Crossway, 2006. 224 pp. $14.99. ISBN
1-58134-552-6.
Reviewed by Elizabeth Pearson, Library Director,
Montreat College, Montreat, NC
Robert Littlejohn and Charles Evans are
school administrators, national speakers, and
educational consultants. Wisdom and Eloquence
presents their proposal for an education that
integrates the classical liberal arts with Christian
principles. The focus is on improving the
quality of Christian education so that graduates
are prepared not only to pursue careers, but
also to make significant contribution to the
world. Acknowledging the impact of a global
economy, expanding communication and
information technologies, and the influence of
postmodernism on contemporary perceptions
of truth, the authors make a well-reasoned
case for a responsive educational system based
on the qualities of wisdom and eloquence
espoused by St. Augustine as the indicators
of an educated Christian. Wisdom is essential
for students to understand the current cultural
and economic environment and to respond
appropriately to constant change. Likewise,
eloquence, or persuasive public discourse, is
important as students develop the ability to
communicate effectively in a postmodern age.
Written primarily for professional educators,
this book will also interest parents of schoolaged children and homeschoolers. While

focused on schools rather than colleges,
the ideas presented here will have general
application to Christian higher education.
This book will be a helpful resource for school
administrators and educators responsible for
curriculum development.

This book is broken up into fifty chapters,
one for each command. Piper notes in the
introduction that while to some degree the
chapters build off one another, that each
chapter is a short devotional that could easily
be read separately and out of sequence.

Educators, who are responsible for curriculum
planning, whether planning a new program or
revising an existing one, will find useful advice
here. Administrators involved in strategic
planning will find the rationale for the liberal
arts enlightening. This book is recommended
for libraries serving professional educators
and would be a good for collections on the
philosophy of Christian education.

Piper covers a variety of commands. He begins
with Jesus’ command that you must be born
again. This is a great place to start as this
command is pivotal to how one would respond
to the other demands that Jesus makes.

What Jesus Demands From the World, by
John Piper. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2006. 400
pp. $19.99 9781581348453.

The other demands include: love your enemies,
love your neighbors, do not take an oath, and
do not be anxious about the necessities of life.
These topics will cause one to consider more
thoroughly what Jesus demands of those who
consider themselves followers.

Piper’s book is unique. If one looks at other
books on Jesus’ teaching, they tend to be
scholastic. Piper’s book, while having a
scholastic component, is in large part devotional
In What Jesus demands from the world, John Piper
and reflective. The scholastic component will
expounds fifty demands that Jesus makes in the
encourage those who may not be scholastically
gospels.While this book only covers content in
inclined to consider the importance of the
the gospel, he fervently argues that the entirety
work scholars have done and its impact upon
of scripture rests upon the premises of Jesus’
our perception of Scripture. The devotional
demands.
component may incline those who tend to be
more scholastic to love God more completely
In his first chapter, entitled “A Word to Biblical
with heart and mind.
Scholars,” he passionately argues for the unity
of the New Testament. Many scholars suggest
This book would be helpful for almost any
that Pauline teaching, which according to their
library of a seminary or Christian college. It
position is poles apart from the gospels, is the
provides a unique combination of devotional
foundation of the New Testament church and
passion and scholarly precision that is difficult
thus the mother of modern Christianity. Piper
to find.
argues for the unity of the New Testament. He
desires individuals reading this book to think
Spiritual Disciplines Handbook, by Adele
of Jesus’ teaching as foundational to other
Ahlberg Calhoun. Downers Grove, IL:
biblical teachings.
InterVarsity Press, 2005. 292 pp. $17.00. ISBN
0-8308-3330-7.
Piper chooses to cover only the gospels not
because they are more important than other Reviewed by Elizabeth R. Pearson, Library Director,
portions of the New Testament, nor because Montreat College, Montreat, NC
they are exclusively seen as Scripture, but
because Jesus’ commands reinforce the teaching Adele Ahlberg Calhoun holds a masters degree
of other New Testament writers. Piper displays in theology from Gordon-Conwell Theological
this consistency throughout his exposition of Seminary and has worked in Christian ministry
the demands of Jesus.
as a pastor and teacher for over thirty years.
Her work with church colleagues led her to
Reviewed by Garrett Trott, Instruction-Reference
Librarian, Corban College, Salem OR
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write this book to introduce people to the
many ways they can experience God.
The Spiritual Disciplines Handbook is a practical
guide to a wide range of disciplines from the
classical practices of prayer, worship, meditation,
and scripture study to more contemporary
disciplines such as mentoring, journaling,
unplugging, and accountability partners.
The author defines spiritual disciplines as
“intentional practices, relationships and
experiences” that give people space in their
lives to “keep company” with Jesus. (p. 17)
The purpose is not to encourage the reader
to perfect specific practices but to use selected
disciplines to become more aware of God and
more able to respond to Him. The handbook
offers numerous ideas for simple ways to come
into the presence of God. It can also be used
as a resource for those who sense a calling into
a new practice, relationship, or experience that
will foster their spiritual growth.
This book can be used by individuals or
groups. It is designed to allow readers to
focus on specific disciplines of their interest
rather than reading from cover to cover. Each
spiritual discipline is described in an entry
that includes a chart containing a definition,
scripture references, guidelines for the practice,
and the benefits of the discipline. Reflection
questions and exercises suggest ways to begin
practicing the discipline. Helpful references to
other published sources are listed.
This handbook provides a readable and
accessible introduction to the practice of the
spiritual disciplines and complements standard
works such as Richard Foster’s Celebration of
Discipline. It would be a good choice for a
church library or an undergraduate library in a
Christian college or university.
C. S. Lewis, My Godfather: Letters, Photos,
and Recollections, by Laurence Harwood.
Downer’s Grove, Illinois: InterVaristy Press,
2007. $16.00. ISBN: 978-0-8308-3498-3.
Reviewed by James L. Sauer, Director of Library,
Eastern University, St. Davids, PA
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Laurence Harwood offers us one more
addendum to the Lewis biographical corpus
– this light, well illustrated collection of
materials surrounding the friendship of C. S.
Lewis and his parents. The text abounds with
pictures, copies of manuscripts, letters, poems;
all interspersed with Laurence Hardwood’s
commentary. The story presented is that of
arcane intellectual friends living out a mundane
domesticity of visits and vacations.
Says Laurence: “Jack became an assiduous
godfather and remained in touch with me
for the rest of his life. He wrote me regularly,
and his letters were superbly pitched to each
stage of my boyhood development.” Though
a bachelor at this time in life, Lewis seemed
to communicate well with children – and
appreciate their astute simplicity, which
comes forth in the Narnia tales and in the
posthumously printed Letters to Children.
A major background of this book is Rudolf
Steiner’s philosophy called anthroposophy.
Both of Laurence’s parents, Cecil and Daphne,
were followers of Steiner as was Lewis close
friend Owen Barfield. Lewis is portrayed as
graciously disagreeing with the heterodox
viewpoints of his friends; while seeking
common ground concerning the world of
values around us. Lewis had given up the
philosophical “Great War” with Barfield, and
by extension, the Harwoods, and had moved
on to Christian apologetics. Writing, as Lewis
noted to Harwood, had now become easier,
because the big question of life had an answer:
God had become Man.
One help for the mono-linguist American
reader is that all the Latin, Greek, and French
quotations which peppered the commonplace
discourse of Lewis and his friends, has been
given translation in footnotes. The text is
printed on a faux-antique yellowing paper.
For Lewis addicts – this is another text to
be placed in their collections for the few
biographical insights it gives into this much
quoted and adored author. For the common
Christian reader, this work would not be easy
going – since it assumes so much about the

biographical and intellectual background of
Lewis and his circle. Better for the average
reader to look at a traditional biography like
Jack by George Sayers.
C. S. Lewis as Philosopher: Truth, Goodness
and Beauty. Edited by David Baggett, Gary R.
Habermas and Jerry L. Walls. Downers Grove,
Ill: InterVarsity Press Academic, 2008. 268 pp.
$23.00. 978-0-8308-2808-1.
Reviewed by Steve Baker,Associate VP for Academic
Resources & Library Director, Union University,
Jackson,TN
This collection of essays positions C. S. Lewis
as a premier “public philosopher,” as Tom
Morris characterizes him in the foreword. The
title may seem odd to some since Lewis was a
professor of literature, literary critic and author
by profession. However, as these essays illustrate,
much of Lewis work focused on his discovery
of reality within and through a personal
relationship with the Other, defending that
discovery against the prevailing naturalism that
denied such reality, and nurturing minds that
would be open to such discoveries of their own.
It is in this latter task that Lewis continues to
have broad influence as the author of popular
fantasy tales.
As with other essay collections the quality
is varied. A couple of the writers have little
new to offer on Lewis as they simply use his
thought as a jumping off place for their own
ideas.There is also some repetition in the essays
as they expound of certain aspects of Lewis’
philosophical reasoning. However, taken as a
whole, this collection succeeds in fleshing out
the place Lewis occupies in the development
of Christian philosophical thought during the
20th century.
The collection is organized around the classical
framework of three arguments for God: truth,
goodness and beauty. Most of the essays were
originally presented at the C. S. Lewis Summer
Institute, Oxbridge 2005. Much of the material
explicates the philosophical reasoning revealed
in Lewis own essays and works of fiction. The
essays that deal at length with Lewis arguments
for theism, particularly in his debates with

Elizabeth Anscombe and John Beversluis are
most helpful in fleshing him out as popular
philosophical apologist. The essay by Jean
Bethke Elshtain, explicating The Abolition of
Man, is so powerfully written and exquisitely
reasoned as to make it alone worth the cost of
the entire book.
The reader should beware that devouring this
book is not a task for the faint hearted. These
essays are thick with the special language of
professional philosophers. The recommended
audiences for this work are students with
some background in philosophy and theology,
professors interested in the debates between
theism and naturalism, and Lewis aficionados.
A Short Life of Jonathan Edwards, by George
M. Marsden. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008.
152 pp. $15.00. ISBN 978-0-8028-0220-0.
Reviewed by Steve Baker,Associate VP for Academic
Resources & Library Director, Union University,
Jackson,TN
This short treatment of Jonathan Edwards by
George Marsden, leading scholar of American
evangelicalism and author of a larger award
winning biography of Edwards, promises to
make this singular figure of American church
history accessible to the general audience. In
this telling of Edwards’ life, Marsden juxtaposes
the Puritan/Calvinist/Pietist God-centered
worldview of mid-eighteenth century New
England against the modern self-directed
mindset that would come to dominate
the colonies by the time of the American
Revolution. He aims to elucidate the thought
and character of Edwards, who is considered
by many historians to be among America’s
greatest intellects.
Marsden reminds us that this most dramatic
of centuries for America’s future saw not one
but two revolutions. The political revolution
of the 1776 was preceded by the religious
revolution of the Great Awakening in the
1740s. Though Edwards’ pre-mature death
prevented his involvement in the revolt against
the English crown, he was positioned at the
epicenter of the spiritual upheavals that shook
the foundations of colonial religious life. This

65
The Christian Librarian, 52 (1 & 2) 2009

reality makes the study of his life a window
into the dynamics of spiritual awakenings.
Such awakenings are periodic phenomena in
American experience.Edwards own experience
of leading, encouraging, and supporting such
revivals leaves him indelibly linked to this
aspect of American church history.
Our tendency to see Edwards as merely a
stern hell fire preacher of revivalism is the byproduct of too much emphasis on his sermon,
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.”
Marsden remedies this caricature of the man by
elucidating the depth of Edwards’ intellectual
abilities and moral sensibilities. These are
revealed through examining his prolific output
of writings, wide correspondence, and personal
associations. In this fuller picture of Edwards
we see an intellectual giant with a singular
focus on a God-centered personal universe
marching inexorably toward its destiny in
divine providence.
Marsden has produced a highly readable work
on one of America’s most profound thinkers.
It could be useful both as a supplementary text
in American history classes or as an interesting
alternative for local church study groups. The
lack of formal bibliographic notes in this
short biography should not be a concern.
Those seeking to know more about Marsden’s
sources are directed to his larger work, Jonathan
Edwards: a Life, which received the Bancroft
Prize in history among other awards.
A New Song for an Old World: Musical
Thought in the Early Church, by Calvin
R. Stapert. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm.
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2007. 216 pp.
$18.00 ISBN 978-0-8028-3219-1.
Reviewed by Keith Pedersen, Professor of Music at
Point Loma Nazarene University, San Diego, CA
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The Calvin Institute of Christian Worship
Liturgical Studies Series offers a highly
informative and engaging introduction to
musical thought in the early church which will
prove useful not only to students of music and
church history, but also to lay people, church
musicians, and pastors. The author, Calvin
Stapert (professor of music at Calvin College

and founding member of the Forum for Music
and Christian Scholarship), claims no scholarly
expertise in the field of early Christian studies.
He has written, however, a book which is
short enough to be read in a weekend; broad
enough to provide context over a long period
in history; detailed enough to permit studies
of five of early Christendom’s most influential
writers, including extensive quotes from
primary sources; and still leaves room for some
pertinent observations on what this study has
to offer the contemporary Christian, church
musician and leader.
The heart of the book outlines thoughts
on music expressed by two early and three
later church fathers: Clement of Alexandria,
Tertullian, St. Ambrose, St. John Chrysostom,
and St. Augustine. Stapert also includes
discussions of historical, cultural, philosophical
and religious context for each period as well
as early Christian worship practices and the
Roman and Jewish traditions that influenced
them. His writing is filled with particulars of
both life in pre-Medieval times and the lives of
extraordinary individuals. Stapert writes with
a passion which reflects that of the authors he
summarizes as well as his belief that the ideas
of these thinkers, written over 1600 years ago,
can be relevant and challenging to individuals,
churches,and our culture today.Combined with
a clear and logical organizational plan, these
traits allow the reader – even the uninitiated –
to follow his progression of thought and relate
to this distant time period. With detailed
documentation and a bibliography that
includes important primary and secondary
sources, this book could serve as a valuable text
or resource for initial studies in this fascinating
era of church and music history.
Is Jesus the Only Savior? by James R.
Edwards. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2006.
264pp. $18.00. ISBN: 0-8028-0981-2.
Reviewed by Mark E. Roberts, Director, Holy Spirit
Research Center, Oral Roberts University, Tulsa,
Oklahoma.
James R. Edwards is Bruner-Welch Professor
of Theology at Whitworth College, Spokane,
Washington; an ordained minister in the

Presbyterian Church (USA); a contributing
editor of Christianity Today; and author of
numerous books, including commentaries, and
scholarly and popular articles.
Taking our cultural moment seriously, this
book shows that taking Jesus seriously leads
one to affirm or to deny that Jesus is the only
Savior of the world. In writing accessible to
nonspecialists, it first explicates the skeptical
heritage of the Enlightenment and its progeny
in the three Quests for the Historical Jesus.
I wish all our students would read Edwards’
demonstration (9-22) that Enlightenment
rationality hardly dispenses value-free reason
but instead shrinks the ocean of human
knowledge to the few drops that fill the
paradigm of philosophical naturalism – which
it then insists, with a straight face, contains
all reality. One thinking within this paradigm
will doubt the Bible systematically, yet this
discipline of doubt is the medium through
which “critical biblical studies” gives us its
truncated Jesus – “the Jesus discernible by the
historical method of naturalism” (15).
Edwards then rebuts this truncation by assessing
the historical reliability of the New Testament;
its rich and unified-yet-diverse witness to Jesus;
its evidence in word and deed of Jesus’ selfunderstanding; and the worshipful response of
the earliest church to this One who acted as God.
Finally, the book addresses the socio-political
objections to the scandalous particularity
of Jesus: reminding us that Christianity was
born crying “(only) Jesus is Lord” in a world
awash with religious pluralism, so our situation
is profoundly unremarkable; that despite
our culture’s denial, sin remains the “only
empirically provable doctrine” of the faith, its
removal the main reason Jesus lived and died;
that, postmodernist objections notwithstanding,
proclaiming Jesus as the one Redeemer of all of
creation promotes world peace more than any
version of “soteriological pluralism.”
Christianity Today named it a best book of 2006; I
recommend it highly for all libraries; for courses
in biblical studies, theology, and apologetics; and
for all patrons considering its questions.

The Apothecary’s Daughter, by Julie Klassen.
Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2008. 413pp.
$13.99. ISBN 978-0-7642-0480-7.
Reviewed by Melissa Moore, Reference and Reader
Services Librarian, Union University, Jackson,TN
Lilly Haswell’s mother disappeared when she
was fifteen, leaving Lilly with her father, the
village apothecary, and her younger brother
Charlie, who is slightly handicapped but has
a great heart. She helps in her father’s shop
and shows remarkable aptitude for the work,
but like her mother, Lilly dreams of bigger
things – travel, society, and adventure. So when
her chance comes along to step into London
society and leave her small home behind, she
grabs it. Her beauty attracts suitors, though her
father being in trade keeps some at bay. When
her father becomes ill and the apothecary shop,
Lilly is confronted with a difficult choice.
Klassen’s second novel is not a sequel to Lady
of Milkweed Manor but is its equal in quality
and beauty. Set in the early 1800s, with shops
smelling of dried chamomile and society
bustling in crinoline, Klassen has once again
captured an era. Lilly is multi-dimensional,
maturing throughout the novel as she comes
to recognize what is important, whether
in a family, a business, or a suitor. Not just a
romance, this historical novel will cause the
reader to stop and think about the role of
women in business and the rivalries among
doctors, surgeons, and apothecaries in the early
nineteenth century. Faith is an important part
of the story, especially the role of prayers for
healing and guidance. This novel would be
an excellent choice for all fiction collections,
including school libraries.
Beyond Torture: The Gulag of Piteşti,
Romania. [DVD]. 95 minutes total. Wild
Canary Sights and Sounds, distributed by Vision
Video, Worcester, PA www.visionvideo.com.
Reviewed by Mary Ann Buhler, Director of Library
Services, Manhattan Christian College, Manhattan, KS
Following World War II the Stalinist regime
spread its brand of communism to the Eastern
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Block countries. The largest threat to its
fulfillment was Christians and intellectuals. This
documentary is about the communists’ attempt
to reeducate a whole generation of Romanians
through imprisonment and brainwashing.
The first 35 minutes presents interviews with
three survivors of the gulag at Piteşti, Romania.
These men relate how they were arrested
and tortured by their captors to make them
renounce their faith and embrace communism.
One man stated,“When you said,‘I still believe
in God,” in five minutes you were full of
blood.” He and another interviewee are now
Orthodox priests. The Piteşti gulag was open
only 1949 until 1952, when the international
community, having heard what was occurring
there, forced it to close. Unfortunately, many of
its prisoners were transferred to other prisons
where their torture continued.
The last 60 minutes of the documentary is an
interview with Roman Braga. He relates how
his faith sustained him during not only the
torture, but also during eleven years of solitary
confinement when he was allowed no book,
pencil, nor paper.The communists thought that
by depriving him of those items so valuable
to an intellectual, he would become a beast;
instead, his faith was strengthened.
When I studied two weeks in Romania in 2004,
I researched all facets of its culture and history.
What I learned affirmed the documentary.The
topic is not pleasant, and as the DVD case states,
is not recommended for children. I believe that
the documentary, which is the first historical
documentation of Piteşti outside Romania, is
appropriate for academic libraries.
The Reckoning: Remembering the Dutch
Resistance. [DVD] 96 minutes. Storytelling
Pictures in partnership with Cornerstone
University, distributed by Vision Video,
Worcester, PA www.visionvideo.com.
Reviewed by Mary Ann Buhler, Director of Library
Services, Manhattan Christian College, Manhattan, KS
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Imagine that another country has overthrown
the U.S. government and has inflicted strict
laws on us.This government hates people who

are Chinese, even those who are only partially
Chinese. As laws get stricter, the Chinese
start disappearing, and it is apparent that the
new government is either transporting them
to special prison camps or executing them,
simply because they are of Chinese descent. As
non-Chinese, what would you do? Would you,
since it does not directly affect you, pretend
there is no problem, or would you join an
underground organization to hide Chinese
families and help them escape to Canada,
which is still a free nation?
That was the dilemma faced by the people of
the Netherlands after the Nazis overthrew the
Dutch government. Initially, the Dutch only
had to deal with the irritation of an occupation
by foreign soldiers, but gradually laws became
stricter and stricter. Once it became apparent
that the Jews in particular were being singled out,
a very small portion of the Dutch population
formed the underground organization that, by
the time the war was over, had saved the lives
of thousands of Jews.
This documentary, through interviews with
six survivors in the Netherlands during World
War II gives the synopsis of the occupation and
the role that the underground played. Their
riveting stories portray the personal aspect of
the Dutch struggle against Nazi tyranny.
An international award winner,the documentary
was very well done and adeptly depicts the
struggle against the German occupation. It does
show video clips from that era that are very
disturbing and the DVD case states that it may
not be suitable for young children.
I highly recommend this thought-provoking
video for any academic library.
Colossal Tales: The Adventures of Carlos
Caterpillar [DVD].Worchester, PA:Vision Video,
2008. 25 min. $9.99. www.visionvideo.com
Reviewed by Phyllis Fox, Instructional Services
Librarian for Graduate Studies, Point Loma
Nazarene University, San Diego, CA
Rarely does one find a DVD appropriate for
children that presents a good message and yet is

entertaining.This series, The Adventures of Carlos
Caterpillar succeeds in that endeavor.The series
tells the story of Carlos, a curious caterpillar
who often finds himself in one predicament
or another. Each episode is approximately
25 minutes in length, which is enough time
to present the message, but not too long to
lose the child’s interest. The animation is well
done, the voices are pleasant, and the music
is entertaining. Having a five year-old in my
home, one tends to see the same DVD repeated
numerous times. After awhile this particular
adult is ready to hide and/or destroy some of
those DVDs. Yet, I found myself engrossed in
the story and humming along to the music
from this particular DVD. This series would
be appropriate for church libraries, personal
collections, or any media library that collects
items for children.

Dr. Frederick Balz, from Bible Alive ministries,
of St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, gives
clear and concise explanation throughout the
video. The inclusion of more scholars might
have been helpful to give more depth to the
analysis.

Herod’s Temple:The Temple Jesus Knew [DVD].
Worchester, PA: Distributed by Vision Video, 2007.
30 min. $19.95. www.visionvideo.com

This is a good, straightforward introduction to
the Temple and would be useful for most ages,
from Sunday school through College Classes.

Reviewed by James L. Sauer, Director of Library,
Eastern University, St. Davids, PA
The Temple is central to the Jewish religious
culture. In this nicely organized documentary
regarding Herod’s Temple, laid out for us
visually is the importance of both the physical
structure, as well as the spiritual meaning of the
Temple. A history is given of the development
of the Temple from post-Tabernacle life to
Solomon’s Temple.
Central to the temple was the Ark of the
Covenant. The Ark was lost during the sack of
Jerusalem by the Babylonians 597-586 BC, and
though Indiana Jones is said by some to have
recovered the ark, no indication is given in this
video of such a miraculous archaeological find.
The Holy of Holies was in fact empty of the
Ark at the time of Herod, and its emptiness
displayed to the world when Christ ripped the
curtain at the time of his crucifixion.
This video is composed of stock footage as
well as some very light cameo appearances of
an actor playing Herod the Great, which in
this reviewer’s opinion, is a distraction from the
storyline. The commentary of a single scholar,

The computer graphics prove helpful in
conveying the architectural feeling for the size
and artistic nobility of the structure. There is a
sense of awe as one ascends from the court of
the Gentiles, to the Court of the Women, to the
Court of the Men, to the Court of the Priests,
to the Holy of Holies. One gets the feeling
of what it must have felt like as a Jew in the
presence of holiness, as one was surrounded by
stone, sacrifice, ceremony, and law – with the
knowledge that God had set an altar of glory
among men.

John Bunyan: The Journey of a Pilgrim
[DVD]. Worchester, PA: Distributed by Vision
Video. 42 min. www.visionvideo.com
Reviewed by James L. Sauer, Director of Library,
Eastern University, St. Davids, PA
Pilgrim’s Progress is the most widely translated,
published, and circulated book in the world
next to the Bible. The image of the man,
Christian, moving from the City of Destruction
to the Celestial City is the archetypal spiritual
allegory for every born again believer. This
well structured documentary, replete with an
excellent music score, is a good introduction
to the serious, but emotive, John Bunyan.
The narrator of this video is John Pestell, author
of Travel with John Bunyan, who actually lived in
a cottage where John Bunyan once made his
home. Pestell is now a resident Scholar associated
with the John Bunyan Museum in Bedford.
The biography of Bunyan that is presented in
this DVD is solid and fair. Beginning with the
historical background, we get a feel for times
of Charles I, Cromwell, and the Restoration.
It is a time of religious persecution and civil
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unrest and theological upheaval. Bunyan is
portrayed from childhood, with his petty sins,
nightmares, and resentments. One catches
the psychological-spiritual turmoil which
tormented Bunyan from a young age. Bunyan
was angry at his father for the quick remarriage
after his mother’s death. He had a deep sense
of sin, without a deep sense of repentance.
The movie chronicles his conversion and call
to the ministry; his dissenting refusal to cease
preaching; his twelve years in prison – and the
writing of his primitive, but powerful allegory.
Like many Christian historical videos it relies
heavily on images of stained glass, pictures,
paintings, drawings. This is all to the good. But
the good use of historical images is marred by a
number of clips of cartoon images appropriate
for Sunday school. Why do directors resort
to unsuitable filler in their videos? This is a
good video with a good introduction to John
Bunyan and recommended for any school or
church library.
Because God is Real: Sixteen Questions, One
Answer, by Peter J. Kreeft. San Francisco: Ignatius.
2008. 236 pp. ISBN 978-1-58617-2008.
Reviewed by Barbara Thomas, Librarian, Graduate
Institute of Applied Linguistics, Dallas,TX
Peter Kreeft is a Christian apologist who loves
Christ and the Catholic Church. In this work
he endeavors to engage the curious in a dialog
of the core beliefs of Christianity. He does this
by writing in a question and answer format,
much like an older catechism, but in a fresh way.
Kreeft is asking real questions that are important
questions – questions that today’s seeker would
ask. And he provides unapologetic answers.
His first audience is that of young seekers and
believers who are trying to understand the
beliefs and teachings of the Roman Catholic
Church. The reader will often find his solid
answers supplemented by him comments on
why the Roman Catholic Church is the best
expression of the Christian faith. At some
point, he assumes the acceptance of Roman
Catholic teachings, such as that of Purgatory.
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The book is not without value for nonCatholics. Kreeft’s questions are good discussion
points useful to all instructors in the Christian
faith. For the most part, he answers out of the
traditional beliefs of the Church throughout
all ages. These answers serve to inform both
Protestants and Catholics. Protestants will
discover the breath of core beliefs with which
they find themselves in total agreement with
their Catholic brothers and sisters. In some
questions specific to the Roman Catholic
teachings and faith, Kreeft advocates for the
Roman Catholic Church without apology
or defensiveness. Where the Protestants might
disagree, they should ask themselves why, and
as eagerly seek discernment of answers so that
they might assure a reason for their faith.
Romans Unlocked: Power to Deliver, by Rene
A. Lopez. Springfield, MO: 21st Century Press,
2005. 320 pp. $14.99. ISBN 0-9766-2430-3.
Reviewed by Elizabeth R. Pearson, Library Director,
Montreat College, Montreat, NC
Rene Lopez is a pastor and author of books
and theological articles, the founder of
Scripture Unlocked Ministries, and a Ph.D.
candidate at Dallas Theological Seminary.
In this concise commentary, he offers an
informed introduction to Romans with a
good balance between synthesis and analysis.
What distinguishes this commentary from
others is its free grace perspective. Lopez
explores themes of justification, sanctification,
glorification, and a future for Israel in Romans
without losing sight of the simplicity of the
gospel. He presents Romans as a unified whole
with emphasis on the epistle as a treatise on
the sanctified life.
The introduction addresses the authorship of
Romans, date of composition, and historical
background, as well as the purpose, themes
and message of Romans. A passage-by-passage
interpretation of the text follows. Along with
comments on various interpretive concerns,
this study offers useful grammatical notes
and is accessible to readers with little or no
knowledge of Greek. There is a bibliography
and scripture, author, and subject indexes.

The commentary is based on the original text
of Paul’s letter to the Romans. The author
demonstrates familiarity with the literature on
Romans and presents his interpretation within
the context of current scholarly discussion. He
makes scholarship on Romans understandable
without being overly technical.
This book would be a good introductory
commentary for the layman or serious Bible
student and could be the basis for an in-depth
study. It is also suitable for use by Bible study
leaders, pastors, and undergraduate students.
Fleeing God: Fear, Call, and the Book of
Jonah, by Tara Soughers. New York: Cowley
Publications, 2007. 107 pp. $13.95. ISBN
1-56101-295-5.
Reviewed by Elizabeth Pearson, Library Director,
Montreat College Library, Montreat, NC
Tara Soughers is a spiritual director and rector
of Trinity Episcopal Church in Wrentham,
Massachusetts. In Fleeing God, she reflects
on the book of Jonah and relates the events
of that story to her own spiritual journey to
ordained ministry. Her encounters with God
and the resulting transformation have many
parallels with Jonah. This engagingly written
book will help readers see how the message
of Jonah may apply to their lives and have the
same impact today that it did when it was first
written. This story of a reluctant prophet is a
call to commitment by a believer for whom
God’s call to serve is real.
Twenty-one short, easily read chapters highlight
the central themes in the book of Jonah. Using
biblical narrative and personal story, the author
reveals how this classic biblical story is one of
transformation, grace, and hope. The material
presented is designed to guide readers to
consider their own callings more deeply.

Fleeing God is less a commentary on the book of
Jonah than a personal reflection about how we
might see our response to God’s call through
Jonah’s experience. The author’s meditations
on each chapter of Jonah will resonate with
those, who, like Jonah, have heard and then
resisted God’s call. Soughers captures, through
her own experiences, the tension of longing to
follow that call yet fearing the loss of control
over one’s own destiny. The author notes that
the story of Jonah and the whale provides a
framework for understanding that God is in
control and acts to transform us to become
more fully the persons He intends.
The style is clear and engaging; the author
touches on the wisdom, humor, and insight
of the book of Jonah. A study guide with
discussion questions completes the book.
Readers will find it useful for devotionals
and individual or group study. This book
is recommended for church libraries and
undergraduate collections.
The Earliest Gospel. An Introduction to
the Original Stories and Sayings of Jesus,
by John S. Kloppenborg. Louisville: John Knox
Press, 2008. 170 pp. ISBN-13: 978-0-66423222-1. $19.95.
Reviewed by Wendell G. Johnson, Social Sciences
Librarian, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb,
IL.
New Testament criticism has long posited a
“sayings source” of the words of Jesus, which
has been termed “Q” (from the German Quelle).
In The Earliest Gospel, John S. Kloppenborg,
Professor of Religion at the University of
Toronto, seeks to answer four questions. First,
what is Q? Q is the collection of Jesus’ sayings
lying behind the Gospels of Matthew and
Luke. It comprises 4500 words and “is purely a
function of conclusions about the relationship
of Matthew and Luke to Mark” (p. 20). Second,
what did Q look like? Q comprises the saying
and stories of Jesus which are preserved jointly
by Matthew and Luke but are not found in Mark
(for example, the Beatitudes). Kloppenborg
also contends that some special material
usually found in Matthew and Luke (“M” and
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“L” respectively in New Testament studies)
may in fact be Q material. Q comprises 92
pericopae and was probably a Greek document.
Third, what difference does Q make? Q
gives us a glimpse of a very early phase of
Christian tradition before the development
of the written Gospels. Kloppenborg places
Q in rural Galilee (Matthew and Mark, in
contrast, present an urban setting). And finally
what happened to Q? Kloppenborg suggests
that Q may have disappeared because it was
not adopted by the faith community in the
second- and third centuries.Although thoughtprovoking, this conjecture seems to be too late
to be plausible, since by this date we should
have extra-canonical attestation. Kloppenborg
contends that portions of Q are discernible
in the Didache (“The Teaching of the Twelve
Apostles,” which many scholars date to the
first century). Although Q disappeared, it was
quoted and adapted by Matthew, Luke, and
perhaps James.
The Earliest Gospel is not an introductory text
and is best suited for use in a seminary course
on the Synoptic Gospels. Some background in
New Testament criticism is necessary to follow
Kloppenborg’s discussion. The book contains
two helpful appendices: a re-construction of Q
in English and a glossary of critical terms.

Why Faith Makes Sense is an outgrowth of Davis’
experiences as a pastor in a postmodern culture.
This is a book of introductory apologetics
for the layman. It is a rational presentation
of the reasonableness of the Christian faith.
The book seeks to encourage and challenge
believers to think critically about their faith
so they can engage in intelligent conversations
with seekers and non-believers.
Christians should be able to address questions
about their faith. Topics addressed by Davis
include: why the Bible is trustworthy; problems
with the theory of evolution; the tenants and
prevalence of humanism; the intersection of
faith and reason; and evidence for God. Davis
presents a book to challenge and encourage
Christians to think about their faith and to
understand that “…thinking and believing are
not mutually exclusive.”(p.18)
This is a very readable and understandable book
suitable for Christians, seekers and skeptics.
Other works one might explore include: C.S.
Lewis’ Mere Christianity, Lee Strobel’s Case for
Christ and Case for Faith, or Josh McDowell’s
New Evidence That Demands a Verdict. I would
recommend this as a good addition to a
church, Bible college or undergraduate library
collection.

Why Faith Makes Sense: Reasons You Can
Believe God Is Real, by Will Davis, Jr. Grand
Rapids, MI: Revell, c2008. 189pp. $12.99.
ISBN-13: 978-0-8007-3248-6.
INTERESTED IN REVIEWING A TITLE?

Reviewed by Noelle C. Keller, Technical Services
Librarian, Shipman Library, Adrian College,
Adrian, MI.
Author Will Davis, Jr. (DMin, Southwestern
Seminary) is the founding and senior
pastor of Austin Christian Fellowship, a
nondenominational church in Austin, Texas,
since 1993. His works include: Pray Big, Pray
Big for Your Marriage and Why Faith Makes
Sense.
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